
  

 The Mustard Seed 
March & April 2016 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 20th March 2016 

 

 

 

 

  

THANK YOU 
 

To Chris Mogg for making the Pascal Candle along 
with Juanita Lieschke, Kathy Worthing and the 
Sunday School Children for the wonderful Easter 
decorations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Jacob’s House Blessing on Palm Sunday 

O God, protect and guide those who live here, their going out and their coming in  

and let them share the hospitality of this home with all who visit, that those  

who enter here may now Your love and peace through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Pastor Mark began outside the home, and then processed inside to continue 

the Rite of House Blessing. Afternoon tea followed. It was a beautiful Autumn Palm Sunday when 

Pastor Mark blessed the home of Jacob. It was a pleasure to have so many family and friends, many 

from the Immanuel family come to celebrate. Thank you to all who attended and to Pastor Mark. 

by Jacob Fabich 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



MMM……. $165.81……US$100 billion.     by retired Pastor David Paech 

That’s the name of a huge American company. That’s its share price. That’s the value of the 

company. It’s B I G !  

Christians giving money out of thanks to God and commitment to God’s cause in our world is 

also BIG. The facts are that the Bible says a lot about believers giving money as a result of their 

trust in the Lord – both in the Old and New Testaments. Giving is very important in the life of a  

believer simply because our God is a giving God. In fact, you could say that the depth of a Christian’s love for God 

and for God’s work in our world is reflected in that person’s giving of money. It’s hard for some people to give 

money. That’s why it is significant in a Christian‘s life. When speaking about Christian giving of money we need to 

remember three Ms: 

MOTIVATION  METHOD MINISTRY 

In the Old Testament the people of God were urged to give to God, eg: Exodus 25:1,2: The Lord said to Moses, “tell 

the Israelites to make an offering to me…”. There are dozens of similar texts. Malachi 3:10 says Bring the full 

amount of your tithes (tenth) to the temple so that there will be plenty of food there. Put me to the test and you 

will see that I will open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all kinds of good things”. You 

get the same emphasis in the New Testament. For example, our Lord Jesus says (Luke 6:38): Give to others, and God 

will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a generous helping, poured into your hands - all that you 

can hold”. St Paul had a project and he wanted believing people who had responded to his missionary ministry to 

share in it: the relief of fellow-believers suffering from a severe drought in Palestine. In 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 

9, and also in 1 Corinthians 16, the great apostle strongly encourages the non-Jewish believers to contribute money 

for the benefit of the Jewish believers in severe need. It would strengthen the bonds of love and thanks between 

them. Paul pulled no punches, although he spoke with great love. 

MOTIVATION 

Paul summed it up in 1 Corinthians 8:9: You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; rich as he was, he made 

himself poor for your sake, in order to make you rich by his poverty. 

The facts are: Jesus, God the Father gave his only Son. He entered a state of humiliation, suffered and death for 

humanity, and provided us with our salvation from judgment on our sin and brought us forgiveness. All this was that 

we might live with God now in this life and forever. It was all giving on God’s part. No stinginess with God!   You 

could go further and say that our offerings to God reflect our appreciation of ALL that God gives to us: material 

benefits, our money which provides us with comfort, our friends, everything that goes to make our lives good. That’s 

why a tight-fisted approach to giving to God is so out of place. Our giving reflects on our thankfulness for all God has 

done, still does, and will do for us. 

That’s the MOTIVATION. It’s not really because the church needs money to keep going. The church is simply the 

vehicle through which what we give is used wisely and for the benefit of ourselves and other people, especially the 

needy in body and soul.  Christian people give to God in gratitude. The church uses what they give wisely. We need 

to get rid of the idea that we are giving to support the church. That might be true in a secular organization. It is not 

the main reason Christians give money from what they earn or receive. We give to show our sincere thanks to God 

for his goodness to us, in so many ways. That is what develops a joyful and generous spirit. There is no doubt that 

God blesses the cheerful and generous giver – in many ways, and often in a material way too.  

METHOD 

In 1 Corinthians 16, St Paul speaks about the METHOD. In verse 2 Paul writes: Every Sunday each of you must put 

aside some money , in proportion to what he has earned, and save it up, so that there will be no need to collect 

money when I come. What a great verse – so practical. St Paul links the giving of money with worship: on the first 

day of the week. Our giving of money to God is an act of worship. We are saying “Thank You” to God for all he gives 

to us. It costs us something. And so it should – to be a real act of gratitude, and not a “tip”. Paul doesn’t say how 

much we should give. We know that in the Old Testament the believers gave a tenth – a tithe. There are people 

today who still give the minimum of a tenth for religious purposes. There are Christians who give a tenth of their 

income (net or gross) for the work of the Lord. We have some generous givers in our congregation.  



Our attendance is not great – perhaps an average of 70 or so, plus 15 at the German services, and we receive on 

average over $1,000 per week, according to my reckoning. St Paul doesn’t talk about averages, since people’s 

income varies a lot. He talks about a proportion. As someone once wrote: “God doesn’t look at the amount of the 

offering – he notices what is left”. (One could add “what we spend on our own comfort”.) That is a principle that 

comes through in the story in the New Testament about the widow’s mite. She didn’t have much left after making 

her offering! You could say “She gave sacrificially”. Perhaps there should be an element of sacrifice in our offerings 

too…are we going without anything due to our generous offerings? What is also clear in the Scripture above is that 

regularity in our giving is commanded… Every Sunday…not “now and then” giving, but regular giving, not just when 

we happen to be at worship, but also when we are not! 

Many of our members at Immanuel choose to give every Sunday via the Lutheran Laypeople’s League crediting of 

our offerings to our congregation’s account, whether we are present at church or not. There needs to be a METHOD 

in our giving, not haphazard giving.  

You could sum it up our approach to giving in the words of St Paul again (2 Corinthians 9:7):Each one should give, 

then, as he has decided, not with regret or out of a sense of duty, for God loves the one who gives gladly 

(cheerfully). Note, there is a decision involved: not just “what do I have I my pocket/handbag?” Note also Paul says 

each one should give. That includes children who need to be encouraged to learn to give to God from an early age, 

preferably out of their own pocket money or what they have earned. Training is involved. Remember, “as the twig is 

trained, so the tree will grow”. Christian children these days often spend a lot, and love to get money. Good 

Christian training involves learning to give to God. St Paul also emphasizes that we should give gladly, not because 

we feel we have to, or out of a sense of duty. That takes a lot of the joy out of giving. Did you ask “What’s so joyful 

about it?”  Well, what we give is going to be used in a lot of ways to benefit other people, in our congregation, in our 

wider church, the needy and so on. Jesus certainly did not consider his own comfort when he gave his life for us, 

that’s for sure. 

MINISTRY 

What we give via our congregation is used in many ways. In fact, I can’t think of my offerings being used elsewhere 

in so many ways. That has already been mentioned. It’s used not only in our congregation to support our pastor, and 

maintain our buildings etc, but in many other congregations through our State and LCA ministries. We also give 

money for agencies in our congregation, in our church: like Lutheran World Service, Lutheran Community Care, 

Media Ministry, training of pastors and church workers, etc etc. In recent years, many Lutheran and other Christians 

support Christian ministry overseas as well. That’s their decision and it reflects their trust in God and love for other 

people in need. 
By adopting our annual congregational budget we all have a share in deciding where our offerings will be used. It 

should be all done decently and in order, as St Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 14:40: Everything must be done in a 

proper and orderly way .In our Lutheran Church this happens – the congregation decides matters of finance, and 

where our offerings are used. I am sure that is what God wants too.  It promotes intelligent giving. 

You can see that this whole matter of Christian giving of money hangs together. It is an act of worship, not just giving 

to meet a need. Christian giving comes from our heart, not just our pocket. All of us Christians should be generous 

givers, because God has given so generously to us. God as most certainly not left us in the dark about a right attitude 

to the giving of money. As has been said, the Bible speaks a lot about our response to God in the form of offerings. 

Much more could be said, for example, Christians should review their level of giving in the light of changed 

circumstances. If one receives an increase in income, should not that be reflected in our giving? If a person loses his 

or her job, God does not expect us to give from what we have not got, but from what we actually receive in income. 

Some people have the expense of brings up a family. Others do not. There are many variables when one talks about 

Christian giving. 

One could not do better, in concluding this, than to quote from the end of 2 Corinthians 9, where St Paul writes: 

And because of the proof which this service of yours brings, many will give glory to God for your loyalty to the 

gospel of Christ, which you profess, and for your generosity in sharing with them and everyone else. And so with 

deep affection they will pray for you because of the extraordinary grace God has shown you. 

Let us thank God for his priceless gift! 



 

 ”Devotion”  by Dr Renner 
 

 

“Dead to Sin” from Luther’s Meditations 

Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.  ROMANS vi. 8 

Behold, in this way, St Paul understands the life of Christians on earth entirely in relation to the death of 

Christ, and pictures them as now dead and lying buried in a coffin, which means that they have died to sin and 

have no part in it for evermore. That is to say, that sin is dead unto them and they are dead unto sin, because 

they are no longer found to be walking in the sinful ways of the world.  Yea, now they have died twice, or in a 

twofold manner; once spiritually unto sin, which is blessed dying, full of grace and comfort(although to flesh 

and blood it is painful and bitter) and a  lovely, sweet death, for it leads to an entirely heavenly, sure, perfect 

and eternal life; and once physically, which is no death but rather a pure and gentle sleep laid upon the flesh, 

because while we are here o earth the flesh never ceases to resist the spirit and life. 

As long as the flesh lives here on earth, it spreads and drags sin behind it.  It resists and will not die.  Therefore 

in the end God must put it to death, that it may also die to sin.  And this is again a pure and gentle death and 

really nothing but a sleep, for it will not remain in death (because the soul and the spirit are no longer in 

death); but will come forth on the Day of Judgement cleansed and purified, and will return to the spirit, where 

it will be a clean, pure, and obedient body, without any sin and evil lust. Sermon on Romans vi. 3-11 

 
 

Our Immanuel Band    by Jacob Fabich 

You may have noticed that at Immanuel, we regularly have a lively and 

enthusiastic band of musicians. Here’s a bit of background to the band and its 

members. 

“Immanuel” (formerly "Boarder's Band") was formed in mid 2013 by boarders and  

students of ALC. Initially playing at Immanuel Lutheran Church, North Adelaide, the 

band has travelled across South Australia playing at Murray Bridge,         Our humble beginnings. 

Clare, Hope Valley, Enfield, Tumby Bay, Jamestown, Blyth and Australian Lutheran College. The band has a love of 

making music, and plays a variety of hymns and songs to help people to worship their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

This year, Immanuel has planned trips to Berri, Clare and Sedan.”Immanuel” Band is always looking for 

congregations to share their music, particularly with those with few or no musicians – please feel free to pass on our 

details. We’re more than happy to travel!! It’s a rare, but a special occasion when everyone is playing!!  

 Contact details – Jacob Fabich 0429 680 566 jedfab@bigpond.com 

The Regular Band Members include: 
 

Will Krieg 
Instruments: Guitar, Drums, Saxophone 
Hometown:  Brinkworth SA 
Studies:   Bachelor or Mechanical Engineering 
 

Hayden Dreckow 
Instrument:  Guitar 
Hometown:  Clare SA 
Occupation:  Agricultural Scientist 
 

David Seligmann 
Instrument: Vocals 
Hometown: Brisbane QLD 
Studies:  Bachelor of Theological Studies 
(We welcome David as our new ALC student who has 
been assigned to our Congregation). 

Some of the band at Pastor Mark’s Installation.  

 Jacob Fabich 
Instruments:  Piano, Organ, Vocals 
Hometown: Mildura, Vic. 
Occupation: Naturopath & Cook at ALC 
 

Christa Spicer 
Instruments: Violin & Vocals 
Hometown: Perth, WA/South Africa 
Studies:  Viticulture & Oenology 
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Emily Bensted 
Instrument: Clarinet, Piano & Ukelele 
Hometown: Gladstone QLD 
Studies:  Student – Year 12 - Muirden College 
 
Joseph Ingram 
Instruments: Flute, Clarinet 
Hometown:  Tumby Bay SA 
Occupation:  Professional Musician & Kitchen hand at ALC 
 

Jacob Grieger 
Instrument: Trombone 
Hometown: Sedan, SA 
Studies:  Bachelor of Construction, 

 Management & Economics 
Lizzie Werner 
Instruments: Vocals 
Hometown Berri, SA 
Occupation Singing teacher for Music Alive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Brunch was held on Sunday 17th January to celebrate Pastor David and Betty’s Diamond 

Wedding Anniversary in the Hall with their family, friends and members of the Congregation. 

Many thanks to the Women’s Fellowship for the catering of this very special occasion. 

The anniversary derived its name because of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, which also made the 60th 

Wedding Anniversary popular.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Kathy Worthing 

 who supplied the photos of this 

 very special occasion. 

 

The Grand Children 



 

Christine & Christian’s Wedding 

 
 
 

 
 

A Wedding was held on Friday April 8 at Immanuel 

with Pastor Worthing officiating in German and 

English between Christine Meinel, a German 

backpacker, and her fiancé Christian Huppertz from 

Germany. 
 

An Afternoon Tea was held in the Hall to celebrate 

the occasion.  
 

Christine and Christian toured New Zealand for their 

honeymoon and have now returned to Germany. 

Christine has been attending some of our German 

Services over the past few months. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Pastor Mark, 

Heather & Robert Pfitzner for 

the photos. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

IMMANUEL  CHURCH  COMMITTEE  &  ELDERS 
 

CHURCH  COMMITTEE 
 

Jacob Fabich – Chairperson 
Pam Griffiths – Secretary 
Marlene Norton-Baker – Vice Chair 
Nok Worasakulcharoen-  Treasurer 

Robert Roocke 
David Kroll 
Chris Mogg 
Juanita Lieschke 
Betty Paech 

 

 ELDERS 
 

Betty Paech  
Margaret Mayer 
Edwin El Mahassni 
Katrina Melnyczn 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The ‘Mustard Seed’ is the newsletter of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

139 Archer Street, North Adelaide. Telephone: 08 8332 4407 

Email: immanuel.northadelaide.sa@lca.org.au 

Views expressed are not those necessarily of Immanuel Lutheran Church 
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