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GIRLS  BREKKY –  during June – 2016 in the Hills  

Oooops  and  a couple of men!! 

 

On a cool damp winters morning the Immanuel ladies (with a couple of men) travelled up the freeway to Hahndorf to 
the Seasonal Garden Café.  Inside it was warm with a rustic atmosphere. There were 19 of us on a long, long, long table. 
 
Well actually there were a few tables.  The table I sat at had drawers, something from the past. 
We sat on steal framed garden chairs, which suited the theme of the café , not quite what we were expecting for a cold 
Hahndorf morning, but it didn¹t matter. There was lots of chatter and ooooh! what have you got? There were green eggs, 
seriously that is what the menu said. Those who had them really enjoyed the poached eggs with spinach, wilted kale, avocado , 
pesto and fresh herbs - all green.  
 

Others enjoyed the baked beans with a poached egg or two on top, some had pancakes 
and much more. 
 
I enjoyed my meal and especially the Mojito Madness juice, without the alcohol of course, 
it was only 10:30am! 
 
Our secretary Jill had the Recharge me juice.  Ask her what was in that one. 

Hats off to the chef, the food was fabulous. 
Many thanks Juanita for supplying this article 

 

 

 

 
 

Held 4th November 2016 
 

The luncheon was held under 

the trees on the lawned area. 
 

Approximately 40 persons attended. 

A barbecue consisted of chicken shaslicks and sausages 

accompanied with salads and fruit. 

Everyone had a great time and were very appreciative with church 

members providing the luncheon. 
 

A big thank you to the Indian Temptations Restaurant for 

supplying the chicken once again 
 

Church members organised an array of lovely salads and thanks 

to Mark Grieger who cooked the barbecue, and to everyone who 

helped on the day.  

Thanks  Pam Griffiths for this article. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PASTOR MARK’S 

BOOK LAUNCH 2016 
In December Pastor Mark 
launched two new books at 
Immanuael. The first was a 
history of Fantasy Literature with 
a  focus on its relationship to 
Christianity. The second was a 
retelling of George MacDonald’s 
classic novel, Phantastes. 
MacDonald was a nineteenth 
century clergyman who wrote the 
first ever modern fantasy novel as 
a way of dealing with spiritual 
and pastoral themes.  A knight 
was on hand to give a sword-
fighting demonstration, and two 
former colleagues of Pastor 
Mark’s from his time as Head of 
the Faculty of Humanities at 
Tabor College, spoke. Plenty of 
tasty nibbles and drinks were 
available and a fun evening was 
had by all present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY SCENE 

2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All the children at 

Immanuel on Christmas 

Eve were welcomed 

and invited to be part 

of the Nativity Scene 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many thanks to Vivian Lutze 

for the photos 
 

Merry Christmas 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2017 -  
The year began with the LCA holding 

their opening Service at our Church.  

They had ‘the candle’ as guest of honour, 

at National SYNOD. 
 

Pastor Richard Fox officiated the Service. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

KATHY 
Kathy received her PhD in March from  

the University of Divinity in Melbourne  

for a study done on views of science 

and faith within Lutheran Secondary 

Schools. Pastor Mark was her 

supervisor. 
 

JACOB 
Our Chairperson received his Bachelor 

of Health Science (Naturopathy) in June 

2016.  He consults by appointment in 

Norwood. 
 

Dr Kathy Bensted with  

Dr Mark Worthing 

Members welcomed to membership Sunday 26th Feb 2017 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Dr Mark “Worthing’s Book Launch 
May 5 2017 at the 

North Adelaide Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Mark’s latest book, Martin  
Luther, “A Wild Boar in the Lord’s 

Vineyard”. 
 

Launch speakers were Rev. Dr. Lynn 
Arnold, former premier of South 
Australia and Rev. James Winderlich 
Principal of ALC. 

 
In April pastor Mark’s biography of Luther, titled: 
Martin Luther: A Wild Boar in the Lord’s Vineyard, was 
launched at Immanuel. The launch was sponsored by 
Australian Church Resources and was attended by 
about 60 people. The book is an accessible life of Luther 
timed to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the 
start of the Reformation. Pastor James Winderlich, 
principal of ALC, spoke at the launch, as did Dr Lynn 
Arnold, former premier of SA, albeit via video as he was 
called upon in short notice to travel to Melbourne for 
the birth of his granddaughter. A good evening was had 
by all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All in the family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. James Winderlich, Dr Mark Worthing 

and Mark  Simpfendorfer with Martin Luther 

 

 

 



 

“Luther’s Take on Music” by Dr Renner 

 
 

 

Luther was very fond of music.  He said: “Music is one of the loveliest and most glorious gifts 

of God.  Satan hates it because it has great power to dispel temptation and evil thoughts.  The devil does not wait on 

this lady.  Music is one of the finest arts.  The music makes the words live.  It drives away the spirit of sadness, as is 

seen in the story of Saul, the king.  

Music is the best balm for a sad heart, for it restores contentment and quickens and refreshes the heart. 

Music is a glorious gift of God, very like to theology.  I would not part with my little gifts of music for 

anything in the world.  We ought to teach the young this art, for it makes fine and clever people. 

‘Sing unto the Lord a new song; sing unto the Lord all the world!’ for God has made our hearts and minds 

joyful through His beloved Son whom He gave for us and for our redemption from sin, death, and the devil.  

Whosoever earnestly believes this cannot help speaking and singing joyfully about it so that others may hear it and 

discover the cause.  But if a person does not sing and speak about it, that is a sign that they do not believe in it, and 

have not entered into the new and joyful testament, but is still under the old, dull testament”. 

 

“This and That from Here and There” booklet     Author: Dr Erich Renner 

Dr Renner collected and concocted many wise words over a number of years, resulting in a booklet being 
published. Many “sayings” from the booklet will be included in future productions of the Mustard Seed. 
See the first saying below: 
“Saying 331:”   -   “There are two kinds of love according to Luther: 
God’s love does not find, but creates, that which is lovable to it, human love comes into being through that which is lovable 
to it”. 
 
 

Dr Renner’s 95th Birthday Celebration 
A celebratory lunch was held on Sunday 7 May in the Church Hall which 

was very well supported by Church Members and visitors. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks Heather Pfitzner 

for the photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 26th February was Pastor Ian Lutze’s last service at Immanuel. He commenced  

his new position at Tanunda Lutheran Homes on the 1st March and was installed on the 26th March 2017. 

 

The Lutze family 

Baptism was 

held on 30th April 

2017 

Sam and Danielle 

are Matilda’s  

Godparents and 

Ian and Vivian are 

Daniel’s Godparents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with Pastor Mark 

Grace received a blessing and remembrance of her 

Baptism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations Matilda and Daniel 



Women’s Fellowship News 

For our Meeting on the 10th May, we  

had the pleasure of having Graham 

Jaeschke as our guest speaker from the 

“Smith Family”. 
 

“WITH YOU – 

they can be the 

best they can” 
 

EDUCATION 

“Learning and mentoring programs 

Trained volunteer tutors provide disadvantaged students 

with access to resources and help them with their home- 

work, reading, writing and learning.” 

SUPPORT 

“Children from poor backgrounds have fewer learning 

materials, and through no fault of their own, they start 

the school year behind their peers, and will struggle their 

entire time at school. 

Research shows that the best educational outcomes for 

disadvantaged children are achieved by offering three 

important pillars of support. 

 Financial support for uniforms, shoes, textbooks and 

excursions. 

 Personal support from our “Learning for Life” 

Coordinators, connect with students and their 

families with additional help they need. 

 Access to out-of-school educational opportunities, 

including life-changing learning and mentoring 

programs. 

With these contributions, children receive life-changing, 

comprehensive support as long as they are at school. 

 
 
 

Jacque, “learning for Life” Coordinator 

 For over 90 years, The Smith Family in partnership with 
generous supporters have provided Australian children 
with the help they need to change their lives. In 2016, 
They have provided more than 34,000 disadvantaged 
children in 94 communities across Australia with a 
sponsor. There are thousands of children waiting for 
help. As a sponsor we can help them with the skills they 
need to create a better future for themselves. 
With help - A child in need can realise their full 
potential. 
Sadie Johnson’s thoughts - 
”It was an eye opener for me to learn that there are so many 
educationally disadvantaged children in our country. I had quite 
a superficial knowledge of ‘The Smith Family’ charity. It 
provides not only financial support but the volunteers provide 
necessary tutoring throughout their schooling”.  
Many thanks Sadie, we all learnt so much about the 
wonderful support the “Smith Family” provide for 
disadvantaged students and their families. 



 

Cambodia - facing un-educated future  

By Guy De Launey BBC News, Phnom Penh 

 
 

 

Pich Dy's eyes are welling with tears as she remembers her classroom humiliation.  

 

"The teachers asked me to stand up," she sniffs. 
"Sometimes I was ordered to stand for 30 minutes 
or one hour, just because I didn't have money."  

It is something Pich Dy does not have to worry about 
anymore. At the age of 14, she has dropped out of 

school and is unlikely to return. Her hope that an 
education would give her a better future has been 
dashed.  

The story could have come from any poor 
community in Cambodia. All over the country, 
teachers' demands for "informal fees" are forcing 
children to quit classes because their parents cannot 
afford to pay. Seng Hong of NGO Education 

Partnership, an umbrella grouping of Cambodian 
education organisations, says research shows 
sending one child to school uses up almost a tenth of 
the average family income.  

"This increases if the family have two or more kids to 
send to school," he says. "Then they may reconsider 
which kids should go to high-grade education and 
which kids should stop."  

In many respects, Cambodia is doing remarkably 
well at school. Registration rates for primary school 
are high, at about 90%, and in the countryside 
yellow-washed school buildings are some of the most 
noticeable landmarks.  

Before and after classes, the surrounding roads 

are packed with white-shirted students, most of 

them sharing bicycles or walking along the red 

dirt roads. The numbers dwindle, however, as 

the students get older.  

Cambodia's Ministry of Education has 

recognised the scale of the problem. The 

department's Bou Chum Serey has estimated 

that half of those who start primary school fail 

to complete their classes.  

Poverty is the main factor. The schools are 

supposed to be free, but in reality they are a 

major drain on family resources. With about 

one-third of Cambodians living on less than 50 

cents (25p) a day, it can be difficult for parents 
to justify the expense.  

That was certainly the case for Pich Dy's 

mother, Sophal. She lives with her five children 

in the community of Chbar Ampov, on the 

outskirts of Phnom Penh.  During the rainy 

season the area is flooded, leaving many of the 

ramshackle houses semi-submerged in murky  

 brown water. Sophal's husband died of Aids, 

leaving her HIV-positive and struggling to cope.  

Like many others in Chbar Ampov, she gets by 

on what she can earn from collecting bottles 

and cans on the streets. It was not enough to 

cover the "informal fees" for Pich Dy's teachers.  

"When my daughter was smaller I had to pay a 

few cents a day for school," recalls Sophal.  "As 

she grew up, I had to pay more - almost 25 

cents a day. We had no money, so she had to 

quit and come scavenging with me. I want the 

authorities, especially teachers, to help children 
- not take money from them."  

Supplementary income  

The teachers, however, have problems of their 

own. Before Cambodia's decades-long civil war, 

they were highly valued and relatively well-
paid.  

Now teachers live close to the poverty line 
themselves, earning as little as $30 a month.  

"The salary barely covers utility payments like 

water and electricity. There's nothing left to 

spend on anything else," claimed one teacher in 
Phnom Penh, who did not want to be named.  

She admitted that she and her colleagues took 

money from students - for test papers, course 

materials, or simply for attending class. It was 

the only way they could earn a living.  Another 

teacher in nearby Kandal province 

supplemented his income by driving a 

motorbike taxi, and saw informal fees simply as 
a matter of survival.  

"Students have many problems, teachers have 

many problems, people in our communities 

have many problems he said. 
 

One shirt between two… 
When we were in Preah Vihear, Northern 

Cambodia in October 2007 a woman came to 

the World Vision office seeking help. Her two 

young grandsons lived with her because their 

mother had died – and they only had one shirt 

between them, so they took it in turns to go to 

school. A shirt costs $7 which is the average 

wage for a week in that part of the country. 
 



Send me to Cambodia?…Out of the question – I couldn’t possibly go there and if I did I’d be no good 

at communicating, at teaching. I wouldn’t be able to cope with the long journey, the hot weather or 

deal with the beggars. I couldn’t eat the food or sit on the floor for church (hard on the knees and 

back) and as for the squat toilets… 

That’s what I thought before going to Cambodia with a group from Queensland, South Australia and 

Victoria in 2005. Thinking back over the last twelve years makes me realize that things are often not as 

they seem at first glance – that God works in our lives in a very special way if we allow the space for 

him to do so.  For me, heading off to Cambodia was an example. I travelled for work extensively in 

Asia – I’ve probably averaged eight trips a year over the last decade – so going to another Asian 

country was not really very different or special. On the first trip in 2005 I knew that we were going to 

meet Christian people but thought that would be in the context of painting a community centre or 

helping to cook the lunch – things I could do quite easily. But that was not to be – God had a different 

plan for all of us who went; a plan which was not only about the people there but about the people 

going there too. This was an opportunity for us to question, to challenge ourselves and to grow 

spiritually both personally, as a team and with the people we met there. Since that first visit I’ve been 

back over and over again and each time I have learned new things about the country its people but 

mostly about myself.  

Things aren’t always as they seemed in Cambodia. The beautiful high school with its fragrant frangipani 

trees that the Pol Pot regime turned into a torture prison, its classrooms now lined with thousands and 

thousands of photographs of the men, women and children who were tortured there. The sound of 

birds were the only distraction at the site of the killing fields where many thousands of people were 

brutally murdered by the Khmer Rouge.   

Things aren’t always as they seemed in terms of the people that we meet – their smiling happy faces 

hide the fact that many don’t have enough to eat, that health care is still non existent in remote areas, 

that those who live in some parts of the country-side still encounter landmines, that some people have 

to give their children to orphanages because they can’t afford to feed them (and the orphanages take 

them because orphanage tourism is lucrative). Things aren’t always as they seem in terms of the main 

religion in Cambodia – the calm, serene demeanour of the monks in their saffron robes hides the worry 

and anxiety that Buddhism can create because there is no Saviour, no forgiveness, no grace. 

But things are not always as they seem in our world too. A young but very wise Cambodian told me of 

his trip to Germany. I asked if he could live there, thinking that of course he would want to escape the 

challenges of his life working with the rural poor. But ‘no’ he said ‘things there are good from a material 

perspective but I felt there was poverty too – people didn’t have time for their families, didn’t have 

time for their spiritual lives.’ He said: ‘Our poverty is confronting and challenging but may be easier to 

deal with than theirs’. 

Since 2005 God has worked through many LCA members in Northern Cambodia. We saw much need on 

that first trip. There were struggling churches working in the region and we decided to support their 

work by working with their pastors and people rather than add another denomination. Basic primary 

education is available but we saw a need to enable young people to continue their secondary 

education. Cambodia lost a generation in the Pol Pot era – it quickly needs to grow new leaders and the 

young people are so willing to learn. So we have set up the Plas Prai Centre (means ‘transformation) in 

Preah Vihear. 

And of course YOU can go – everyone can go, whether or not they leave Australia. You go with God 

every time you think about and pray for people in need, every time you volunteer or fund-raise, every 

time you question why we put refugees coming to Australia in squalid prisons, every time you support 

the work of a charity. And we have been very blessed by the support of the Immanuel congregation 

and individual members over the last five years. Just recently our resident sage and comedian, 

Margaret Mayer donated the proceeds from her  “Death is Over-rated Show” to Plas Prai. Thank you 

Margaret and thank you everyone for supporting the project and sponsoring two students.   

Many thanks Lois Whittall  for this very interesting article. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


